
DANGE
n fjs sfory, written four

months before the outbreak
of the present European
war. Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle suggests that Eng-
land's strength might be
shattered in t month; he
tells, moreover, how it
could be done. Four sub-
marines belonging to a
minor Power arc described
as blowing up grain ships
as they near the British
Isles, and England is rep-
resented as facing starva-
tion. In other words, he
forecast nearly a year ago
the very situation threat-
ened just now by the opera-
tions of German submarines
in the Irish Sea and the
Channel.

(Copyright, OolUer'a.)
that the

Itt&ianamozlngthlng reputation of
being a nation, never
saw the danger to which they

yrtno exposed. For many years they
hod been spending nearly a hundred
rnnHmpi a year upon their army and
their fleet. Squadrons of dreadnoughts
oostlnR 12,000,000 each had been
launched. They had epent enormous
asma atpon crulflors, and both their tor-

pedo and their submarine squadrons
wero exceptionally strong. They were
also t7 so means weak In their aerial

especially In the matter of hy-
droplanes. Besides all this, their army
Vbb very efficient In oplto of Its lim-

ited numbers, and It was the most ex
pansive) In Europe. Yet when the. day
o trial came all this Imposing force
wlsa of no two whatever and might as
wc(U havo sot exlstod. Theirruln could
not have been more complete or more
rapid It they had rot possessed an Iron-
clad or a regiment. And all this was
oooompHsoed by me, Capt John Slrlus,
belonging to tho navy of one of the
smallest Powers In Europe and having
under my command a flotilla of eight
Vessels, the collective cost of which
teas 1,800,000. No ono has a better
rijfat to tell tho story than L

X will not trouble you about the dis-

pute concerning the colonial frontier,
embittered, as It was, by the subse-
quent death of the two missionaries.
A naval officer ha nothing to do with
politics. I only enme upon the scene
after the ultimatum hail bwn actually
received. Admiral llorll had been sum-
moned to the Presence, and he asked
that I should bo allowed to accompany
him, because he happened to know
that I had some clear Ideas as to the
weak points of Knglnnd and also some
schemo as to how to take advantage
of them. There were only four of us
present at this meeting the King, the
Foreign Secretary, Admiral Horli nnd
myself. The time allowed by the ulti-
matum expired In forty-eig- hours.

I am not breaking any confidence
when 1 say th.it both the King and
the Minister were in favor of a sur-
render. They ww no possibility of
standing up against the colossal power
of Great Britain. Tho Minister had
drawn up an acceptance of the British
terms, and the King sat with It before
him on the table. I saw the tears of
anger nnd humiliation run down his
checks ns he looked at It.

"I fear that there Js no possible al-
ternative, sire," said the Minister.
"Our envoy In London has Just sent
this report, which shows that the pub
lic and tho press are more united than
he has ever known them. The feeling
la Intense, especially since tho rash act
of Malort In desecrating the flag. We
must give way."

The King looked sadly at Admiral
Horli.

"What is your effective fleet, Ad-
miral?" he asked.

"Two battleships, four cruisers,
twenty torpedo boats and! eight sub-
marines," !hald the Admiral.

The King shook his head.
"It would be madness to resist,"

said he.
"And yet, sire," said the Admiral,

"before you coin to a decision I
should wish you to hear Capt. Slrlus.
who has a very definite plan of cam-
paign against the English."

"Absurd!" paid the King Impa-
tiently. "What Is the use? Do you
imagine that you couUl defeat their
vast armada?"

"Sire," I answered, "I will stake my
life that If you will follow my advice
you will within a month or six weeks
at the utmost bring proud. England to
her knees." There was an assurance
in my voice which arrested the attent-
ion! of tho King.

"You seem Capt.
filrlua."

"I have no doubt at all, sire."
"What then would you advise?"
"I would advise, aire, that the wholt

fleet be gathered under the forts of
Ulankenberg and be protected from at-
tack by booms and piles. There they
can stay till tl.e war Is over. The
eight submarines, however, you will
leave in my charge to use as I think
fit."

"Ah, you would attack tho English
battleships with submarines?"

"Sire, I would never go near an Eng-
lish battleship."

"And why not?"
"Because they might Injure me,

sire."
'What, a willor and afraid?"

"My life belong to the country, sire.
It Is nothing. But these eight ships
everything depends upon them. I could
not risk them. Nothing would Induce
me to fight."

"Then. what will you do?"
"I will tell you, sire."
And I did so, For half an hour I

spoke. 1 was clear and strong nnd
definite, for tunny an hour on a lonely
watch I had spent In thinking nut
every detail. I held them enthralled.
Tho King never took his eyes from my
face. The Minister sat as If turned to
atone.

"Are you sure of all thb7"
"Perfectly, sir,
lino King rose from the tnble.
"Send no answer to the ultimatum,"

said h", "Annnunco In both houses
that wo stand firm In the face of men-
ace, Admiral llorll, you will In all
respects carry out that which Capt.
Slrlus Jnay demand In furtherance of
his plan, Capt Slrlus, the field is
clear. Oo forth and do as you havo
said. A grateful King will know Imw
to rrward you."

I need not troii)lj you by telling
7

And suddenly, as one of the

you the measures which were taken at
iiianaenoerg, since, ns you are nware,
the fortress and the entire fleet were
destroyed by the British within a week
or me ueciarnion of war. I will con-
fine myself to my own plans, which
had so glorious and final a result.

The fame of my eight submarine,
Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Theta, Delta,
Epsllou, Iota nnd Kappa, has spread
through the world to such an extent
that people have begun to think that
there was something peculiar In their
form and capabilities. This is not so.
Four of them, the Delta, Epsllon, Iota
and Kappa, were. It Is true, of tho
very latest model, but had their
equals (though not their superiors)
In tho navies of nil the great Powers,
As to Alpha, Beta. Gamma nnd Theta,
they were by no means modern vessels
and found their prototypes In the old
F class of British boats, having a sub-
merged displacement of S00 tons, withheavy oil engines of 1,800 horse-
power, giving them a speed of IS
knots on the surface nnd of 12 knots
submerged. Their length was 186
and their breadth 24 feet. They had
a radius of action of 4,000 miles and
a submerged enduranro nt imn
These were considered tho latest word
in 1315, but the four new boats exceed
them In all respects. Without' trou-
bling you with precise figures, I may
say that they represented, roughly, a
36 per cent, advance upon the older
boats and were fitted wits
auxiliary engines, which were wanting
in me omers. At my suggestion, In-
stead of carrying eight of the very
large Bakdorf torpedoes, which are 19
feet long, weigh half a ton and arecharged with 200 pounds of wet gun-cotto- n,

we had tubes designed foreighteen of less than half tho size.It was my design to make myself
of my base.

And yet It was clear that I musthave a base, fo I made arrangements
at once with that object. Blankon-ber- g

was the Inst place I would have
chosen, Why should I have a port ofany kind? Ports would be witched or
occupied. Any place would do for mo.
I finally chose a small villa stnndlng
alone nearly five miles from any vil-
lage and thirty miles from any port.
To this I ordered them to convey,
secretly by night, oil, spare parts, ex-
tra torpedoes, storage batteries, re-
serve periscopes and everything thnt
I could need for refitting. The little
whitewashed villa of a retired co-
nfectionerthat was 'the base from
which I operated ngnlnst England.

The boats lay nt Ulankenberg. and
thither I went. They wero working
frantically nt tho defences, am they
had only to look senwnrd to bo
spurred to freiOi exertions. The Brit-
ish fleot was assembling. Tim ulti-
matum had tint yot expired, but It
was evident thnt n blow would bo
struck tho Instant that It did. Four
of their aeroplanes, circling nt an im-
mense height, were surveying our de-

fences, From the top of the light-
house I counted thirty battleships nnd
cruisers In the offing, with n number
of the trawlers with which in the
British service they break through the
mlno fields. The approaches were ly

sown with two hundred mines,
half contact and half observation, but
the result showed that they wero In-

sufficient to hold off the enenj- -. siueo
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boats lay off waiting for the

fhree days later both town and fleet
were speedily destroyed.

However, I am not here to tell you
the Incident.) of the war, but to ex-
plain my own part In It, which had
such a decisive effect upon the result.
My first action was to nend my four
second class boats away Instantly to
tho point which I had chosen for my
base. Thore they were to watt sub-
merged, lying with negative buoyancy
upon the sancli In twenty feet of water
and rising only at night. My strict
orders were that they wero to attempt
nothing upon the enemy, however
tempting the opportunity. All they
had to do wan to remain Intact and
unseen until they received further or-

ders. Having made this clear to Com-
mander Panza, who had charge of this
reserve flotilla, I shook him by the
hand nnd bade him farewell, leaving
with him a sheet of note paper upon
which I had explained the tactic to
be used and given him certain gen-
eral principles which he could apply
as circumstances demanded.

My whole attention was now given
to my own flotilla, which I divided Into
two divisions, keoplng Iota and Kappa
under my own command, while Capt.
.Miriam had Delta and Epsllon. He
wns to operate, separately In the Brt'-)s- h

Channel, while my station was the
Straits of Dover. I mode the whole
plan of campaign clear to him. Then
I saw that each ship was provided with
all It could carry. Each had forty
tons of heavy oil for surface propul-
sion and charging the dynamo whlcn
supplied the electrlo engines under
water. Each hod also eighteen tor-
pedoes, as explained, and BOO rounds
for the collapsible quick firing 12

pounder which we carried on deck, and
whloh, of course, disappeared Into a
water tight tank when we were nub-merg-

Wo carried spare periscopes
and a wireless mast, which could be
elevated above the conning tower when
necessary. There were provisions for
sixteen days fur the ten men who
manned each craft. Such was the
equipment of tho four boats which
wero destined to bring to naught all
the navies nnd armies of Britain. At
sundown that day It was April 10
we set forth upon our historic voyage.

Miriam 'had got away In the after-
noon, since he hal so much further to
go to reach his station. Stephan of
tho Kappa started with me; but of
course we realized that we must work
Independently, and that from that mo-

ment when we shut the sliding hatches
of our conning towers on the still
waters of Ulankenberg harbor It was
unlikely that wo should ever see each
other ngnln, though consorts In tho
same waters. I waved to Stephan
from tho side of my conning tower
and he to me. Then 1 called through
tliii tube to my engineer (our wnfr
tanks were already filled and all Kings-ton- s

nnd venta closed) to put her full
upted ahead.

Just as wo came, abreast of the end
of the pier and saw the white-cappe- d

waves rolling In upon us I put tho hor-
izontal rudder hard down and she slid
under water. Through my glnss port-
holes 1 saw Its light green change to
a dark blue, tvhllo the manometer in
front of nie Indicated twenty feet, I

let her go to forty, because I should
then be under the warships of the Eng-hsl- u

took the chance of foul
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others, they caught a glimpse for

ing the moorings of our own floating
contact mines. Then I brought her
on an even keel, and It was music to
my. ear to hear the gentle, even tick-
ing of my electric engines and to know
that I was speeding at twelve miles
an hour on my great task.

At that moment, as I stood control-
ling my levers In my tower, I could
havo seen, had my cupola been of
glass, tho vast shadows of the British
blockaders hovering above me. I held
my courso duo westward for ninety
minutes and than, by shutting off the
electrlo engine without blowing out
tho water tanks, I brought her to the
surface. There was a rolling sea and
the wind was freshening, so I did not
think It safe to keep my hatch open
long, for so small Is the margin of
luoynncy that one must run no risks.
But from the crests of the rollers I
had a look nackvvard at Blankenberg,
and saw the black funnels and upper
works of tho enemy's fleet with the
lighthouse ,nnd tho castle behind
them, all flushed with the pink glow
of the setting min. Even as I looked
thore was tho boom of a great gun,
and then another. I glanced at my
watch. It was 6 o'clock. The time of
the ultimatum hnd expired. We wore
at war.

There was no craft near us and our
surfnee speed is nearly twice that of
our submerged so I blew out the tanks
and our whaleback come over the
surface. All night we were steering
southwest, making an average of
eighteen knots. At about G In the
morning, as I wtood alone upon my
tiny bridge, I saw low down In the
west the scattered lights of the Nor-
folk coast.

"Ah, Johnny, Johnny Bull." I said,
as I looked at them, "you are going to
have your leseon, and I am to be your
master. It Is I who have been chosen
to teach you that one cannot live
under artificial conditions and yet act
as If they were natural ones. More
foresight, Johnny, and less party poli-
tics that is my lesson to you."

And then I had a wave of pity, too,
when I thought of those vast droves
of helpless people, Yorkshire miners,
Iancashlro spinners, Birmingham
metal workers, the dockers and
workers of London, over whose little
homes I would bring the shadow of
starvation. I seemed to see all those
wasted, eager hands held out for food
and I. John Slrlus. dashlnar It aside.
Ah, well! war Is war, and If one Is I

foolish one must pay tho price.
Just beforo daybreak I saw the

lights of a considerable town, which
must havo been Yarmouth, bearing
about ten miles st on our
starboard bow. 1 took her further out,
for It In a sandy, dangerous coast,
with many shoals, At 5:30 wo wero
abreast of tho Lowestoft lightship, A
roast guard was sending up flash sig-
nals which faded Into a pale twinkle
as tho white dawn crept over the
water. There was a good deal of ship-pin- g

about, mostly fishing bonts and
small coasting craft, with one largo
steamer hull down to tho west nnd a
torpedo destroyer between us and the
land, It could not harm us, and yet
1 thought It as well that there should
be no word of our presence, so I filled I

my tanks again and went down to ten '

feet. I was pleased to find that we
got under In 150 seconds. The life of
one's boat may depend upon this I

n

the first time of my conning

when a swift craft oomes suddenly
upon you.

We wero now within a few hours of
our cruising ground, so I determined
to snatoh a rest, leaving Vornal In
charge. When he awoke me at 10
o'clock we wero running on the sur-
face and had reached the Efsex coast
off the Maplln Sands. With that
charming frankness which Is one of
their characteristics our friends of
England hid Informed us by their
press that they had put a cordon of
torpedo boats across the Straits of
Dover to prevent the passage of sub-
marines, which is about as sensible as
to lay a wooden plank across a stream
to keep the eels from passing. I know
that Stephan, whose station lay at th(
western end of the Solent, would have
no dltllculty In reaching It My own
cruising ground was to bo the mouth
of the Thames, and hero I was nt tho
very spot with my tiny Iota, my eigh-
teen torpedoes, my quick firing gun
and, above all, a brain that knew what
should be done and how to do It.

When I resumed my place In the
conning tower I saw In the periscope
(for wo had dived) that lightship
was within a fow hundred yards of us
upon the port bow. Two men were
sitting on her bulwarks, but neither
of them cast an eye upon the little ro
that clovo the water so close to them.
It was an Ideal day for submarine ac-
tion, with enough ripple upon the sur-
face to make ua difficult to detect, and
yet cmooth enough to glvo mo a clear
view. Each of my three periscopes
hod an angle of 60 degrees, so that be-
tween them I commanded a complete
semicircle of the horizon. Two Brit-
ish cruisers were steaming north from
tho Thames within half a mile of me.
I could easily have cut them off and
attacked them had I allowed myself to
be dlvorted from my great plan.
Further south a destroyer was passing
westward to Bheerness. A dozen small
steamers were moving about None of
these were worthy of my notice. Great
countries are not provisioned by small
steamers. I kept the engines running
at tho 'lowest pace which would hold
our position under water, nnd moving
slowly across the estuary I waited for
what must assuredly come. I hnd not
long to wait.

Shortly after 1 o'clock I perceived In
tho periscope a cloud of smoke to the
south, Half an hour later a large
steamer raised her hull, making for
the mouth of the Thames I ordered
Vornal to stand by tho starboard tor-
pedo tube, having the other also loaded
In cose of a miss. Then I ndvanccd
slowly, for though tho stenmor wns
going very swiftly we could easily cut
her off. presently I laid tho Iota In n
position nenr which bho must pass and
would very gladly havo lain to, but
could not for fear of rlHng to the sur-
face. I therefore steered out In tho
direction from which she wns coming,
fiho was a very large ship, 15,000 tons
at tho least, painted black above and
red below, with two cream colored fun-
nels, she Iny so low In the water thnt
It wns clear he had a full cargo. At
her bows, wero a cluster of men, some
of them looking, 1 dare say, for the
first time at the mother country. How
little could they have gue.-tie-d the wel-
come that was waiting theml

SIR A.

tower so close to them. I saw

On she come with the great plumes
of smoke floating from her funnels,
nnd two white waves foaming from
her cutwater. She was within o
quarter of a mile. My moment had
arrived. I signalled full' speed ahead
and steered straight for her course.
My timing was exact. At a hundred
yards I gavo the signal and heard tho
clank and swish of the discharge. At
the same Instant I put the helm hard
down and flew oft at an angle. There
was a terrific lurch, which came from
the distant explosion. For a moment
we were almost upon our side. Then,
after staggering and trembling, the
Iota came on an even keel. I stopped
the engines, brought her to the sur-fac-o

and opened the conning tower,
whllo all my excited crew came
crowding to the hatch to know what
had happened.

Tlvo ship lay within 200 yards of
us, and It was easy to see that she
had her deathblow. She was already
settling down by the stern. There
was a sound of shouting nnd people
running wildly about her decks. Her
name was visible, tho Adela of Lon-
don, bound, as we afterward learned,
from New Zealand with frozen mut-
ton. Strango as It may seem to you,
the notion of a submarine had nevor
oven now occurred to her people,
and all were convinced that they had
struck a floating mine. The star-
board) quarter had been blown In by
the explosion and the ship was sink-
ing rapidly. Their discipline was ad-
mirable. We faw boat after boat
slip down crowded with people as
swiftly and quietly as If It were part
of tholr dally drill.

And suddenly, as one of the boats
lay, off waiting for the others, they
caught a glimpse for the first time
of my connlng,tower so close to them.
I saw them shouting and pointing,
Whllo tho men In tho other boats got
up to have a better look at us. For
my part, I cared nothing, for I took
it for granted that they already knew
that a submarine had destroyed them.
one or them clambered back Into the
sinking ship. I wan sure that he was
about to send a wireless message, as
to our presence. It mattered nothing,
since In any case It must be known;
otherwise I could easily have brought
him down with a rifle. As it was I
waved my hand to them and they
waved bnck at me. War Is too big a
thing to leave room for personal til
feeling, but It must be remorseless
ill the same.

I was still looking nt the sinking
Adola when Vornal, who vvnt beside
me, gave n sudden, cry of warning nnd
surprise, gripping me by tho shoulder
nnd turning my head. There behind
us, coming up the fairway, was a huge
black vessel with black funnels, Hying
tho wel known house flag of tho P.
& O. Compnny. Sho wnB not a mile
dlstnnt. and I enlculated In an Instant
that even ft sho had seen us sho would
not have time to turn and get away
before we could rench her.

We went Straight for her therefore,
keeping uwhsIj Jun iih we were. Thoy
saw the sinking vessel In front of
them an J that llttlo dark speck mov-
ing over the surfiiro, und they sud-
denly umWstnnd the Ir danger. I saw
a number rocs rush to to fcvva- ni
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them shouting and pointing.

there woo a rattle of rifle Are. Two
bullets were flattened upon our four
inch armor. You might as well try to
stop a charging bull with paper pellets
as th Iota with rifle fire. I had
learned my lesson from the Adcla, and
this time I had the torpedo discharged
at a safer distance 250 yards. We
caught her amidships and the explo-
sion was tremendous, but we were
well outsldo Its area. She 6ank almost
Instantaneously.

I am Borrv for Tir nnnU nt wmm
I hear that more than 200, Including
seventy Lascars and forty passengers,
were drowned. Yes. I am snrrv tnr
them. But when I think of the huge
floating granary that went to the bot-
tom I rololce ns n man i1ni whn linn
carried out that which he plans.

It was a bad afternoon that for the
P. & O. Company. The second ship
which we destroved was. nn m hnv

learned, tho Moldavia of 15,000
tons, one of their finest vessels; but
about half na,t 3 w hinw ,m
Cusco of 8,000 of the same line, also
irom eastern ports and laden with
corn. Why she come on In face nf h
wireless messages which must have
warned her of danger I cannot Imag
ine. Tho other two steamers telileh
we blew up that day, the Maid of
mnens (itoDson Lino) ami the Cor-
morant, were neither of them provided
with apnaratus and m i.itnHi.. n
their destruction. Both were small
boats of from 5,000 to 7,000 tons. In
the case of the second I had in hm f
the surface and Are six twelve pound
sneus under her water lino beforo she
WOUld sink. In rnrh mu ft,.
took to the boats, and iso far as I know
no casualties occurred.

After that no more Ktnumm nm
along, nor did I expect them. Warn
ings must by this time have been fly-
ing In all directions. But wo had no
reason to be dissatisfied with nnr
day. Between the Maplln Sanda and
the Noro wo had sunk five ships of a
total tonnage of about 60.000 tons. Al-
ready the London markets would begin
to feet the pinch. And Lloyd's poor
old Lloyd's whnt a demented stats It
would bo In I

I could Imagine the London evening-paper- s

nnd tho howling In Fleet streetWo saw the result of our actions, forIt was quite laughable to see tho tor-
pedo boats buzzing like angry wasps
out of Shoerncss In the evening. They
were darting in every direction acrossthe estuary, and tho aeroplanes andhydroplanes wero like flights of crows,
black dots against the red western sky.
They quartered the whole river moutnuntil they discovered us at last

iiii Hharp sighted fellow with a
telescope, on board of a destroyer gota sight of our periscope and camo forus full speed. No doubt he would very
gladly have r:mmed us, oven If It hadmeant his own destruction, but thatwas not pnrt of bur programme ut all.
I sank her and ran her st

with tin occnclonnl rise. Finally wobrought her to, not very far from the
Kentish, coast, and the senrchllghts ofour purMiers were far on tho westernsky line. There wo lay quietly allnight, for a submarine nt, njght isnothing more than a v7 tkici ratasurface torpedo bwt. Beslai, wo
wort-ni- l wnry nnd needed ret, lo notforget, you captains of men, when you
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greass and trim your pump ,1n,j PnTn
pressors and rotutors, that the l uinan
machine needs some tending ait

I 'had put up tho wireless mast ,j tthe conning tower, and had no a n
rulty in calling up ('apt Step'. , ,

was lying, he said, off Vrntn. t n- - j
had been unable to reach his him. m r,
account of engine trouble, wh.. i t,

nail now set rigni. Next morn i,K
proposed to block i . Southanm in a
proach. He h.nl d'siroyed om ,rg.
Indian boat on 1... way down c .m i.
We exchanged good wishes. tnj -

self, he needed rest.
I was up nt 4 In the morning

ever, nnd called all hands to oct;,j ,;
tho boat. Sho was somewhat ,

the head owing to the for ml tor-
pedoes having been used. -

trimmed her by opening the f..riirl
compensating tnnk, ndmlttltig tn
water ns the torpedoes hnd we ,r
Wo also overhauled the utarl'.j.ir
compressor nnd one of the per. m
motors which had been Jarred hj i

shock of the first explosion. We ' I

hardly got ourselves shipshape
morning dawned.

I have no doubt thnt u go.nl i,r,ships which have taken refuge .n v
French ports nt the first nhrni ii , i
run across nnd got safely up t'r r , P

in the night. Of course I could havr
nttacked them, but I do not eaie i

tnko risks and there nrr iiluiiv? r'nt
for a submarine nt night. Hit ,it
had miscalculated his time, anil hr
sho was, Just iilireiint of Warden p.ii,,!
when the daylight illm.ioi.ed her (l

In an Ins'.ant wo were after 'mi t
was a near thing, for pho ua - a flier
nnd could do two miles to our one
but we Just reached her iim s'h von'
swashing by. She jmvv us 'it
moment for I nttacked her
slnco otherwise we could not i

the pace to reach her.
Sho swung away and the ttrv mr

pedo missed, hut the second took her
full under the counter. Heavens wt--

a smash) The whole stnrn seemed to
go aloft. I drew off nnd watched k.

She went down In ceven min-
utes, leaving her maMs nnd funnel'
over the water und a cluster m itr
people holding onto them Sh' v.t--th- e

Virginia of tho Bibby Line- - two ve

thousand tons nd laden, like rip
others, with foodstuffs from the
Tho whole surface of tho sea was cov-
ered with tho floating grain.

"John Bull will have to tako up a
hole or two of his belt Ir this gne ,r. "

sold Vornal, as wo watched the scer..- -

And It was at that moment tti.i i

very worst danger oecurrel tha "iM
befall us. I tremble now when 1 t . nK
how our glorious voyngo mighi ' a e

been nipped In the bud. I hnd freed
the hatch of my tower and was I n --

lng at the boats of tho Virginia w h
Vornal besldo mo when there was a
swish nnd a terrific splash In the vv.n r
besldo us, which covered us both vu'h
spray. We looked up and you .m
Imagine our feelings when we saw an
aeroplane hovering a few hundred fe t
above us like n hawk. With it
lencer It was perfectly noiseless, an J
had its bomb not fallen Into the a
we should never havo known what had
destroyed us.

She was circling around In the hope
of dropping a second one, but we
shoved on all speed ahead, r rammed
down the rudders, und vunisiieu iuid
tho aide of a roller. I kept tho deflec-
tion indicator falling until 1 had put
fifty good feet of water between tho
aeroplane and ourselves, for I knew
well how deep they enn eve under the
surfaco. However, we soon threw her
off our track, and when we camo to
the surface near Margate there was
no sign of her, unless who wns one 'f
several which wo saw hovering v er

! Heme Bay.
There was not a ship In the ofTing

save a few small coasters and hti
thousand ton steamers, which wrr.t
'beneath my notice. For several limirs
I lay submerged with a blank per
scope. Then I hud an Inspiration
Orders had been Marconled to every
foodshtp to He In French waters nnd
dash across after dark. I was as sure
of It as If they had been recorded m
our own receiver. Well, It they were
there, that was where I should bo I.

I blow out tho tnnks and roc for
there was no sign of any warship ti ,ir
They had some good system of s.gu

from tho shore, however, for I Iud
not got to tho North Forelnnd hefnr-thre- o

deistroyers came foaming after
mo, all converging from different d-
irections. They had about as good a
chance of catching mo as threo span-
iels would of overtaking a porpoise.
Out of pure bravado I know it wa
very wrong I waited until they wero
actually within gunshot. Then I s m

and we saw each odhcr no nvn
It Is, ns I havo ild, a shallow

coast, and submarine nav kj
very difficult. The worst iniM. m 't"
can bofall a boat Is to bury Its n r
the side of a sand drift and be 'nl I

there. Such an accident might ne
been tho end of our boat, though with
our Fluesa cylinders and electric lamps
we Rhould have found no dlllb ultv in
.getting out at the air lock nnd (n

walking ashore across the bed of the
ocean. As It was, however, I was able,
thanks to our excellent charts, to keep
the channel and eo to gain the optn
straits. There we rose almut midday,
but, observing a hydroplane at no
great distance, we sank agnln for half
an hour. When we came up for ' i

second; .time, all wa peaceful around
us and the English coast was lining
the Trtiole western horizon. We Kent

outside the Goodwins nnd stra sr.'
down channel until we saw a lui. '
black dots In front of us, which I Knew
to be ths Dover-Calai- s torpedo lit
cordon. When two miles distant "dived, and came up again seven mllf
lo the oouthweat without one of them
dreaming that we had been within
thirty feet ot their keels.

When we rose a lnrge steamer fif-

ing the German flag was within half
a mils of us. It was the North Oer-ma- n

Lloyd AHona, from New York to
Bremen. I raised our whole hull nnd
dipped our flag to her. It was nmm-ln-

to boo the amazement of her peo
plo at what they must have reirirfod
ns our unparalleled Inipudem--
those English swept waters, The'
cheered us heartily, and tho trl !"

flag was dipped In greeting us tiif.
went roaring past us. Then 1 jtcod m
to tho French coast,

It was exactly as I ha.i rxpecm
There were threo great ltrii,-- t' steam'
ers lying nt nnrhnr In Boulogne, outr)
harbor. They wero tho tVs.tr t

King of tho East, anil the Pat'
none less than ten thousand ' "

suppose they thought lb. we' t'
In French wnters, bin vvh.u " " '
ntxuit threo mile limits .mi " '"

tlovl law! Tho view "f m ,;
ment was thnt Kngl.iti'i
ad tot continh.mil, au-- i i


